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Melissa Memorial Hospital Opens Doors to Expanded H  ealthcare & Economic Opportunities

This is an excerpt of a story by Melissa A. Katsimpalis, “Renewed Rural Hospital for Half the Cost of New.”
Complete story available online at http://www.coruralhealth.org/crhc/resources.

HOLYOKE — With doors open, the new, fully equipped, patient-friendly Melissa Memorial Hospital, a Critical
Access Hospital, ushers in optimal standards of healthcare for patients and a new era of economic vitalization
and reinvestment for Holyoke, Colo. Says hospital CEO John Ayoub, “The new hospital truly provides a
healing environment. We believe patients heal better where their support system — family and healthcare
provider — can be nearby in a calm and confidential setting.”

In planning the hospital, its board and administrators
worked with The Neenan Company (www.neenan.com)
known in the design-build industry as a leader in Critical
Access Hospitals throughout Colorado and the western
United States. Stroudwater Associates, Portland, Maine,
conducted the market assessment, which indicated that
the population in the hospital’s service area is aging,
increasing the need for more specialized health services
closer to home.

The current hospital is designed to avoid ‘traffic jams’ ‘_ e :
among patients entering the hospital for varying levels of healthcare—exam and outpatient cllnlc services vs.
admission to the 15-bed in-care section—as well as from those exiting the hospital. In addition, the hospital’s
family practice clinic, once a stand-alone building, is now located in the hospital building.

Melissa Memorial patients have full access to hospital services, including: acute care, swing beds, surgery,
emergency, home care (contracted services), inpatient/outpatient care, state-of-the-art surgical suite,
laboratory, diagnostic imagery (including a nuclear medicine, ultrasound, MRI, Dexascans, CT Scanner,
EKG), respiratory therapy, physical therapy, occupational therapy, cardiac rehabilitation, dietary consultations,
and childbirth education classes. In addition, the hospital provides ambulance service. Out-of-town physicians
hold clinics at the hospital in the following specializations: audiology, cardiology, orthopedics, urology,
oncology, ophthalmology, ears, nose & throat (ENT), podiatry, general surgery, Coumadin clinic, and
dermatology.

Melissa Memorial Hospital is an Organizational Investing Member of CRHC. For more information on the hospital, please visit
www.melissamemorial.org/. More information on The Neenan Company, a Corporate Investing Member of CRHC, is available at www.neenan.com.
The Colorado Rural Health Center is Colorado’s not-for-profit State Office of Rural Health. For more information, please visit www.coruralhealth.org, or
call (303) 832-7493.




